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which they had to fight from the mo-
ment of their birth for their very exist-
ence; a man who, having excelled at
that war, excelled at peace; but of a
man who, which is rare in politics,
risked everything to make peace.

We talk of those who stand up to
their enemies, but that is easy to do.
Standing up to your friends, to your
brothers and sisters, to the people to
whom you have been closest, that
takes a real kind of moral courage.
Yitzhak Rabin did it. It is not simply
the murder of this great man. It is an
assault on democracy. It is an assault
on one of the great accomplishments
that we have seen in this world, in this
century. That was the creation of the
democratic State of Israel out of the
terrible horrors of the Holocaust.

It is appropriate for us today, in ex-
pressing our deep sorrow at the murder
of this great man, to remark on the ex-
traordinary society which gave birth to
him, not in the physical sense but in
the political sense, because he is one of
the man who brought Israel into exist-
ence, but his political career then
thrived within Israel.

It is a terrible tragedy that just as he
appeared to be on the verge of success
in bringing about a true peace, a
thoughtful and sensible peace, he was
murdered. Israel was created, through
no fault of its own, in the midst of war.
This small nation had to fight for its
very existence from the moment of its
existence. After five decades, nearly, of
a war of self-defense, Israel society was
taking great risks for peace.

We in the United States can be very
proud of the role that has been played
by the United States, by the Clinton
administration, by this Congress, by
American society, in giving Israel the
necessary support that it needed as a
small nation in the midst of what was
once a sea of hostility to go forward to
making peace.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to mourning
the death, in addition to condemning
the despicable act, and condemning
also those who condoned this in ad-
vance, I think it is appropriate to pay
tribute to Israeli society, and at this
moment of greatest sorrow for Israeli
society, to express my confidence, my
pride as a Jew, as well as an American,
in the relationship that our country
has had with Israel, but also in the
ability of Israeli society, in the midst
of an effort to wipe it out before it
came into existence, to foster its own
security and at the same time democ-
racy.

Many have argued at times of stress
that democracies have to give up on
their basic rights. The Israeli experi-
ence is, of course, a repudiation of
that, because the Israeli society has
been one of the freest and most demo-
cratic in the world at the same time it
has been under attack. Now that soci-
ety, that great democracy, is going to
be called on, as few societies have been
called on. But that is not new for the
Israelis. They have had to go through
this before.

I am confident that in the midst of
this terrible tragedy and mourning, the
strong democratic nation of Israel will
rise to the task, and those who tried to
murder peace by murdering this great
man will fail. I believe that the demo-
cratic society of Israel will repudiate
this effort, and I am proud to say that
as a Member of the United States
House of Representatives, I look for-
ward to working with all of my col-
leagues in continuing to provide Israel
with the kind of support and reassur-
ance it needs to go forward on the path
that Yitzhak Rabin had begun.
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THE DEATH OF YITZHAK RABIN
AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR
AMERICA AND THE WORLD
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. WISE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take this time to continue for just a
moment discussing the death of
Yitzhak Rabin, and what it means to
the world, and certainly to us. I have
grappled with this all weekend, as I
know many Americans and citizens
across the world have, about the mean-
ing, because once again a great leader,
who has already accomplished much
and pointed the world in a new direc-
tion, has been struck down.

There is a sense of horror and trag-
edy and shock at this, and in many
ways, hopelessness. But at the same
time, out of this sense we have to re-
solve to go on, to remember this man
who was a patriot and leader of Israel,
who led Israel in one of its major wars,
who commanded armies, who knew
military arms, and yet could also bring
a nation to peace.

I have thought many times that
probably it was only Prime Minister
Rabin who could do that; having been
such a successful general, he could be
the only one whose word and authority
could be accepted when he would say
there could be peace.

I put him in the same category as
many other great leaders who have
been struck down in the Mideast. Of
course, in 1981 another one who dared
to strive for peace and was struck down
by an extremist within his own country
was Anwar Sadat, the President of
Egypt. Before him, the grandfather of
the President King Hussein, King
Abdullah, was struck down in Jerusa-
lem by the same extremist type of per-
son. People who did not want to see a
dream succeed are those who would
strike down such leaders.

The death of Yitzhak Rabin, though,
really has meaning far beyond Israel.
Obviously, we focus on the Mideast,
and I think if there is a success story
for the United States, it is that there
has been a true bipartisan support of
the nation of Israel and its strivings
and endeavors and struggles.

Obviously, the Mideast is a large part
of what we focus on today, but what
Yitzhak Rabin was about and what

struck him down is not just the Mid-
east, it is an extremism that is in all
parts of our society worldwide; it is an
extremism that says ‘‘We do not have
to work through democratic principles;
if your dream differs from ours, we will
cut you down.’’

That is what we have to root out.
That is something we have to do as in-
dividuals as well. We cannot just count
on there being Yitzhak Rabins on every
street corner. They depend upon us, or-
dinary citizens, to lead that fight as
well, to be the soldiers, if you will. So
I hope that is something, that we re-
double our efforts. As we focus on the
Mideast and the sorrow and grief that
we feel today and we are going to feel
for quite a while, and the absence we
are going to feel for quite a while, so
let us focus on what needs to be done
across the world as well.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I just want
to ask that all of us as Americans re-
double our efforts to deal with extre-
mism no matter where it is: Left,
right, religious, racial, however it
comes up. That is what this is about.
That is the struggle that must be led.

As I watched excerpts of the funeral
I was struck by something, Mr. Speak-
er, You could not help but feels tears
well up, to see, of course, not only
Prime Minister Rabin’s granddaughter
so eloquently eulogize her grandfather,
as a person who knew him well, better
than anyone else, I think, but also to
see his former adversary, the King of
Jordan, whose soldiers had fought and
he had fought against Israel several
times before, stand beside the bier of
his former fallen foe and call him
friend; the Arab King, the Israeli flag-
draped casket, side by side; two men
who dared, two leaders who dared to
reach out.

Now they call, I think, upon us, all of
us, to dare to reach out the same way,
for if we are to gain anything out of
this great tragedy, if we are to try to
pull anything out of this, that is what
we must double and triple our efforts
to do, which is to heed that call and to
dare to reach out to each other.
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PERMISSION TO FILE CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON S. 395,
ALASKA POWER ADMINISTRA-
TION ASSET SALE AND TERMI-
NATION ACT

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the managers be given until midnight
tonight, November 6, 1995, to file a con-
ference report on the Senate bill (S.
395) to authorize and direct the Sec-
retary of Energy to sell the Alaska
Power Administration, and for other
purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.
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